
Minutes #2010-01

Meeting Date: January 27, 2010
Location: Faith Presbyterian Church

Time: 6:05 pm

Board Members Attending:
Rick Raffanti (President)
Roy Alper (Vice President)
Pat Smith (Secretary)
Donna Hurst (Treasurer)
Gloria Gee
Hans Boerner
Gary Turchin
Donald Lowrey
Julie Stevens (arrived at 7:15)
Bill Lambert
Darlene Rios Drapkin (Exec. Director)

Board Members Absent:
Randy Reed
Lisa Tana

Guests: Rich Rusnack, Temescal Plaza
Sarita Waite, Property Owner
Ray Lifchez, Property Owner
Kessete Yohannes, Property Owner/Merchant
Sgt McNeil
Marilyn Heilman, Property Owner
Geoff Johnson, Councilmember Jane Brunner’ Office

Board President Rick Raffanti called the meeting to order at approximately 6:05p.m,

1. Consent agenda:
a. Approval of December minutes

Discussion: Add Bill Lambert as a Board Member in attendance

Motion: to accept the December minutes was seconded and approved unanimously, once Bill Lambert’s
attendance is added to the minutes.
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2. Old Business
b. Executive Director’s Report (Darlene)
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• Finalizing the last three utility boxes being decorated
• Banners are installed on PG&E building
Ray Patan with California College of Arts will present new murals concepts at the next Design
Committee on third Thursday, February 18, at 4:30.
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3. New Business
a) Answers to some questions from Sarita Waite
President Rick explained that he had compiled and emailed a six page letter responding to Sarita
Waite’s questions and had copied the Board. Sarita responded she had not received it. Board
members had acknowledged receipt of the document. Rick explained we didn’t have time to go
over all answers to the posed questions in the six page document but he would take the time to
answer some. Gloria Gee and Sarita Waite were particularly concerned about the election
procedures and how new names are introduced to serve on the Board. Rick referred to Article 4
which summarizes the following:

http://www.temescaldistrict.org/vacancies.html


Article 4 Section 1 of the Bylaws states that the President appoints a nominating committee to
nominate candidates to be presented to the Board at its annual meeting, and that any Director
may, at such meeting, nominate any other qualified candidate. Then the Directors vote. So it is
really only the current Directors who can nominate new Directors. The Executive Committee,
which consists of Rick Roy, Pat, and Donna, serve as the Nominating Committee. To qualify, a
person needs to be a paid-up property owner, business-license holder, or other community at
large member.

We have all along actively been inviting new members to take an interest in joining the Board.
Current members would gladly be willing to step aside if new interested Board members would
step forward. Several current Board members serve on more than one committee.

b) Request for $11,427 funding for additional phase of Temescal Flows art project
One year and half ago we came up with idea to do a mural on the overpass at 51st Street. The
intention is to paint the 25 columns over a period of time starting with the fascias on the western
side. We submitted a grant to Oakland Cultural Arts. We have dedicated $50,000 funding to
phase I of this project. The City gave us a $14,999 grant. Artist, Alan Leon, is now submitting
for another grant to apply to phase II which is for three columns. We plan to allocate the balance
of the funding for phase II at $11,427.
Motion: Gary introduced the motion to fund Phase II for $11,427
Discussion: about lighting ensued. Caltrans has no plans to light up existing fixtures in the
underpass. As the Cal Trans project progresses, we will attempt to request the lights
Roy seconded the motion contingent on Alan Leon being awarded $4,999 through the Cultural
Arts grant. The motion passed unanimously.

.

c) Consideration of beer and wine sales license for Walgreen’s

Don sent a letter to ABC. From his NCPC experience he has concluded not to support the
Walgreen’s license. Julie agreed there is a transit stop, making the area vulnerable. Roy doesn’t
believe the BID should take a stand on this type of item to prevent any business from expanding
its offerings. We have a number of businesses where liquor is sold onsite and also at bars. We
have inebriated people standing outside of these and we do not respond adversely. Donna chimed
in support to oppose the license based on her knowledge about robberies, working at banks. She
feels we could perhaps consider supporting it, but only if they shorten their hours, which is
unlikely.

Motion: to support opposition to the Walgreen’s license to sell beer and wine was introduced by
Don and Julie seconded. The motion passed.
In favor: Julie, Don, Donna, Hans, Rick, Gloria = 6
Opposed –Roy and Gary = 2
Abstained – Pat and Bill = 2

Rick agreed to file our opposition to ABC online by the deadline, January 28.



d) BRT update (Roy)
We hosted the meeting regarding BRT. Proposed stations have shifted. Roy shared a document
outlining the proposed stations. Roy explained that our concerns have not been adequately
addressed after discussions that have taken place well over a year.  In fact more parking spots,
totaling 150, are planned for removal.  They did listen to adding more left hand turn lanes. There
are bike lanes in the proposal. There has not been further environmental review. BRT has
achieved to unite ULTRA, STAND, BID,  and TMA to oppose BRT.

We will consolidate our positions as they have always been:
1. No elimination of the traffic lanes; i.e. maintain 4 lanes on Telegraph Avenue
2. Replace Parking that is lost
3. Allow room for delivery trucks
4. Supported draft EIR statement for bikes

Roy suggested thinking about hiring legal counsel to defend our interests. We have about 1 ½
year before anything moves forward. Julie is concerned about what happens during construction
as well. Bill wondered about reiterating our position to Bruce Williams, City of Oakland
transportation representative. Roy explained that Council member Aide Zac Wald knows our
position. We need to continue to present our position throughout the negotiations.

ANNOUNCMENTS: Gary Turchin made the following:
Children’s Hospital will hold meeting on Feb. 16, at Senior Center at 7 pm to introduce new
president Dr Bert Lubin.

NEXT MEETING: Z0/'E%D+%2D,JM'V%>&-,&J'9Z0/

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Submitted respectfully,
Darlene Drapkin
Executive Director


